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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
09/826244, filed on April 4, 2001. 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

The drawing filed on April 4, 2001 are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,815,665 to Teper et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Teper an anonymous purchase sale method applicable to 
online shopping using computers between a purchaser and a salesperson, comprising: 
• receiving purchase commodity specifying information that is input by a purchaser 
terminal device to specify a purchasing commodity and is transmitted via a 
network (see at least col. 3, lines 31-39; col. 9, lines 25-28; col. 9, lines 38-49; 
col. 8. line 59- col. 9, line 8); 
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• generating an order ID in response to the purchasing commodity specifying 
information (see at least col. 3, lines 31-39; col. 11, lines 24-33); 

• sending a pair of the order ID and the purchasing commodity specifying 
information to the purchaser terminal device and a salesperson terminal device 
that is used by the salesperson who sells the purchasing commodity online (see 
at least col. 11, lines 24-33; col. 11, lines 46-65) 

• registering the purchasing commodity specifying information with a sales history 
storage device (see at least col. 5, lines 42-44; col. 11, lines 46-65; col. 12, line 
67 - col.13, line 6; Figure 4; col. 14, line 65 - col. 15, line 34); 

• in response to a request from the salesperson, sending information stored in the 
sales history storage device and/or sending analysis results, which are produced 
by analyzing information sourced in the sales history storage device, to the 
salesperson terminal device (see at least col. 1 1 , line 44 - col. 12, line 9; col. 12, 
line 67 - col. 1 3, line 1 0; Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 2 Teper discloses: 

• receiving purchase request information designating a kind and characteristics of 
the purchasing commodity form the purchaser terminal device via the network 
(see at least col. 8, lines 7-19; col. 8, line 59- col. 9, line 8; col. 9, lines 25-27; col. 
9, lines 38-49; col. 11, lines 13-33); 

• retrieving from among all items of commodity information stored in a commodity 

information etnrona l~ j. :± r ±i_ _ ... . . 

w.w,«yw yC vi W| at icaoi uue ntsin ui me commodity information that 
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suits to the purchase request information (see at least col. 9, lines 25-27; col. 9, 
lines 38-49; col. 1 1 , lines 1 3-33; col. 1 1 , lines 46-50; col. 1 2, lines 24-29); and 

• sending the retrieved commodity information to the purchaser terminal device, 
allowing the purchaser to select from the retrieved commodity information, a 
desired item that the purchaser prefers on the purchaser terminal device (see at 
least col. 11, lines 13-33; col. 11, lines 46-50; col. 12, lines 24-29). 
Regarding claim 3 . Teper discloses: 

• receiving purchase request information designating a kind and characteristics of 
the purchasing commodity from the purchaser terminal device via the network 
(see at least col. 8, lines 7-19; col. 8, line 59- col. 9, line 8; col. 9, lines 25-27; col. 
9, lines 38-49; col. 11, lines 13-33); 

• registering the purchaser request information with a purchaser's preference 
storage device (see at least col. 8, line 54 - col. 9, line 23; col. 11, lines 16-24; 
col. 12, lines 24-29); and 

• in response to the request from the salesperson, sending information stored in 
the purchaser's preference storage device and/or sending analysis results, which 
are produced by analyzing the information stored in the purchaser's preference 
storage device, to the salesperson terminal device (see at least col. 8, line 63- 
col. 9, line 8; col. 11, lines 14-27). 

Regarding claim 4, Teper discloses an anonymous purchase and sale system, 
comDrisina: 
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• a commodity sales processor for generating an order ID in response to 
purchasing commodity specifying information that is input by a purchaser 
terminal device to specify a purchasing commodity and is transmitted thereto via 
network, so that the commodity sales processor sends a pair of the order ID and 
the purchasing commodity specifying information to the purchaser terminal 
device and a salesperson terminal device that is used by the salesperson who 
sells the purchasing commodity online see at least col. 3, lines 31-39; col. 9, lines 
25-28; col. 9, lines 38-49; col. 8. line 59- col. 9, line 8; col. 11, lines 24-33; col. 
11, lines 46-65); 

• a history storage implement for registering the purchasing commodity specifying 
information with a sales history storage device (see at least col. 5, lines 42-44; 
col. 11, lines 46-65; col. 12, line 67 - col. 13, line 6; Figure 4; col. 14, line 65- 
col. 15, line 34); and 

• an analyzer for in response to a request from the salesperson, sending 
information stored in the sales history storage device and/or sending analysis 
results, which are produced by analyzing information stored in the sales history 
storage device to the salesperson terminal device (see at least col. 8, line 63 - 
col. 9, line 8; col. 11, line 44 - col. 12, line 9; col. 12, line 67 - col. 13, line 10; 
Figure 4; col. 11, lines 14-27). 

Regarding claims s-fi the claims are rejected on the same grounds as claims 
2-3 above. 

Regarding claim 7 the claim is rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 above. 
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Regarding claims 8-9 , the claims are rejected on the same grounds as claims 2- 

3. 

Regarding claim 10 , Teper discloses an anonymous purchase and sale method, 
comprising: 

• receiving purchase request information that is input by the purchaser to 
designate a kind and characteristics of a purchasing commodity on a purchaser 
terminal device and is transmitted via a network (see at least col. 8, lines 7-19; 
col. 8, line 59- col. 9, line 8; col. 9, lines 25-27; col. 9, lines 38-49; col. 11, lines 
13-33); 

• retrieving from all items of commodity information stored in a commodity 
information storage device, at least one item of the commodity information that 
suits to the purchase request information (see at least col. 9, lines 25-27; col. 9, 
lines 38-49; col. 11, lines 13-33; col. 11, lines 46-50; col. 12, lines 24-29); 

• sending the retrieved commodity to the purchaser terminal device, allowing the 
purchaser to select a desired item from the retrieved commodity information as 
the purchasing commodity and to send back purchasing commodity specifying 
information (see at least col. 11, lines 13-33; col. 11, lines 46-50; col. 12, lines 
24-29); 

• in response to the purchasing commodity specifying information, generating an 
order ID (see at least col. 1 1 , lines 24-33; col. 1 1 , lines 46-65); 

• sending a pair of the order !D and purchasing commodity specifying information 
to the purchaser terminal device, allowing the purchaser to pay a value of the 
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purchasing commodity online by way of an anonymous settlement server in 
connection with the order ID (see at least col. 1 1 , lines 24-33; col. 1 1 , lines 46- 



• sending a pair of the order ID and the purchasing commodity specifying 
information to a salesperson terminal device that is used by the salesperson who 
sells the purchasing commodity online, allowing the salesperson to receive a 
remittance via the anonymous settlement server and to proceed to delivery of the 
purchasing commodity by way of an anonymous delivery system in connection 
with the order ID (see at least col. 1 1 , lines 24-33; col. 1 1 , lines 46-65); and 

• registering the purchasing commodity specifying information with a sales history 
storage device, while registering the purchase request information with a 
purchaser's preference storage device (see at least col. 5, lines 42-44; col. 8, line 
63- col. 9, line 8; col. 11, lines 14-27; col. 11, lines 46-65; col. 12, line 67- 
col.13, line 6; Figure 4; col. 14, line 65 - col. 15, line 34). 

Regarding claim 11 . Teper discloses an amount of payment from the purchaser 
with a value of the purchasing commodity to send the remittance to the salesperson in 
connection with the order ID (see at least col. 1 1 , lines 24-33; col. 1 1 , lines 46-65). 

Regarding claim 12 , Teper discloses wherein the purchaser designates a 
receiving address for receipt of the purchasing commodity on the purchaser terminal 
device, so that the salesperson accesses the anonymous delivery system to deliver the 
purchased commodity to the designated receiving address in connection with the order 
ID (see at least col. 6, lines 4-13; col. 11, lines 13-33). 



65); 
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Regarding claim 13, Teper discloses in response to a reguest from the 
salesperson, transmitting information stored in the sales history storage device and/or 
information stored in the purchaser's preference storage device to the salesperson 
terminal device, so that the salesperson proceeds to payment of a value for provision of 
the information online (see at least col. 14, lines 46-65). 

Regarding claim 14 Teper discloses: 

• in response to a reguest from the salesperson, analyzing information stored in 
the sales history storage device and/or information stored in the purchaser's 
preference storage device, thus producing analysis results (see at least col. 8, 
line 63 - col. 9, line 8; col. 1 1 , line 44 - col. 12, line 9; col. 12, line 67 - col.13, 
line 10; Figure 4 col. 11, lines 14-27; and 

• sending the analysis results to the salesperson terminal device, so that the 
salesperson proceeds to payment of a value for provision of the analysis results 
online (see at least col. 11, lines 13-33; col. 11, lines 46-60). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,913,203 to Wong et al. discloses a system and method for 
pseudo cash transactions. 

PCT International Publication No. WO/99/66428 discloses a system and method 
of providing privacy through anonymitv. 
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The article "Anonymous Credit Cards" discloses a communications networking 
technique for funds transfer which combines the privacy of cash transactions. 

The article "On Shopping Incognito" discloses consumer anonymity in electronic 
commerce. 

The article "How to Make Personalized Web Browsing Simple, Secure, and 
Anonymous" discloses anonymous personalized web browsing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5246. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Smith can be reached on 703-308-3588. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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